Behavioral effects of acute and chronic buspirone.
The effects of buspirone were studied in squirrel monkeys trained to lever-press under a fixed-interval schedule involving suppressed responding. Buspirone (0.01-0.1 mg/kg) generally did not increase rates of suppressed responding. Buspirone (0.01-0.1 mg/kg) generally did not increase rates of suppressed responding; 0.3 mg/kg of buspirone decreased rate. In comparison, diazepam (0.1-1.0 mg/kg) and CL 218872 (0.3-3.0 mg/kg) increased responding. Additionally, the effects of buspirone (0.01-0.3 mg/kg) were unchanged over a 12-day period of daily administration. The results show that buspirone has effects on schedule-controlled behavior of squirrel monkeys that differ from those of typical anxiolytic drugs.